
 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
 

	

 

	  

	

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Learn Tips and Tricks
for Managing Your Money

SPEND, BORROW, SAVE AND INVEST WISELY

Financial security and mission readiness go hand in hand, so take advantage 
of available financial resources and services. Set up a meeting with an accredited 

personal financial manager or counselor at your Military and Family Support Center 
for no-cost guidance on spending, borrowing, saving and investing.

Spend
Protect your money

through wise use of cards.

o Before getting a credit 
card, read the fine print to 
understand fees, interest 
rates and finance charges. 

o Credit card purchases incur 
interest fees unless you pay 
your balance in full each 
month, so only charge what 
you know you can pay off. 

o Debit cards connect directly 
to your bank account. 
Record each purchase and 
keep careful tabs on your 
balance.

o If a card is lost or stolen, 
report it to your card issuer 
as soon as possible.

Borrow
Protect your money from 
credit and loan missteps.

o Proceed with caution when 
considering a payday or 
cash advance loan. This 
type of loan often has high 
interest and fees.

o Be a smart student. 
Research all of your 
options, including benefits 
and loans, for financing 
your education.

o Monitor your credit. 
Review your credit report
for accuracy each year. 
Request a free copy from 
AnnualCreditReport.com. 

o Know your rights as a 
service member under 
the Military Lending Act
and Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act.

Save and Invest
Protect future income 

and reduce risk. Research 
when investing.

o Research investments
— and the advisors who 
recommend them — using 
independent sources. Make 
sure you know what you 
are buying and what you 
are paying, now and in the 
future, before making a 
commitment.

o Know classic signs of fraud. 
Beware of investments if 
you receive pressure to 
invest or promises that 
you’ll receive a high rate 
of return with low risk, 
“get rich quick” or “make 
money fast.”

Download our mobile app, 
Sen$e, for finances at your 

fingertips. Find it in the Google 
Play and iOS app stores. 

As you reach new milestones and complete your service’s financial readiness
training, look to the Office of Financial Readiness and your service for additional 
resources. You can also follow @DoDFINRED on

https://finred.usalearning.gov/Trending/Blog/UnfairCredit
https://finred.usalearning.gov/Trending/Blog/UnfairCredit
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/lost-or-stolen-credit-atm-debit-cards
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-about-payday-and-car-title-loans
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-about-payday-and-car-title-loans
https://www.militaryconsumer.gov/earn/finding-and-paying-school/paying-your-education
https://www.militaryconsumer.gov/earn/finding-and-paying-school/paying-your-education
https://finred.usalearning.gov/Money/ManagingCredit
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/credit-reports-and-scores
https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/FINRED-MLA-FS.pdf
https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/FINRED-SCRA-FS.pdf
https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/FINRED-SCRA-FS.pdf
https://www.investor.gov/introduction-investing/investing-basics/investment-products/stocks
https://adviserinfo.sec.gov
https://www.investor.gov/protect-your-investments/fraud/how-avoid-fraud
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0332-credit-debit-and-charge-cards
https://consumer.ftc.gov/credit-loans-debt
https://finred.usalearning.gov/Saving/InvestingMicrolearning
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powertrain.sense&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powertrain.sense&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sen%24e/id1443911840
https://installations.militaryonesource.mil/?looking-for-a=program/program-service=30/focus=program
https://finred.usalearning.gov/pfcMap
https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/FINRED-Touchpoints-F.pdf
https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/FINRED-Touchpoints-F.pdf
https://finred.usalearning.gov
https://www.facebook.com/DoDFINRED
https://www.twitter.com/DoDFINRED
https://www.instagram.com/DoDFINRED
https://www.youtube.com/DoDFINRED
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